
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



THE RELIGIOUS SITUATION IN STATE UNIVERSITIES 



PROFESSOR WILLIAM A. SCOTT, PH.D. 
University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wis. 



As an aid in the preparation of this paper, letters were sent to the 
presidents of the state universities of the Middle West requesting 
information on the following points: 

i. Proportion of students who are members of churches or other religious 
organizations. 

2. Percentage of students who attend religious services with some degree of 
regularity. 

3. Percentage of graduates who enter the ministry. 

4. Work of student associations, such as the Y. M. C. A. and the Y. W. C. A. 

5. Religious work for students done under the direct auspices of the 
university. 

6. Religious work among students undertaken by the churches. 

The replies received reveal the fact that state universities do not 
regularly and officially collect statistical data regarding the church 
affiliation and religious characteristics of their students. The data 
sent me consisted of estimates or of statistics collected by the students' 
Christian associations, but may be regarded, I think, as approximately 
accurate, and as fairly representative of existing conditions. 

The estimated percentage of church membership in these insti- 
tutions for the present academic year varies from 40 to 93, the great 
majority, however, being not far from 50 per cent. If to these were 
added those who class themselves as church adherents, the percentage 
would be much higher, probably close to 70 per cent. A careful 
religious census taken of the eight leading state universities in 1897 
showed that 55 per cent, of the total enrolment were church mem- 
bers, and that members and adherents combined constituted a 
little over 70 per cent, of the total. The percentage of church mem- 
bership in four of these eight institutions during the last academic 
year was about 59, and the average for all those reporting to me was 
a little over 60. In only two cases were comparative statistics for 
a series of years given. These, however, reveal the interesting fact 
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that the percentage of church membership in these institutions varies 
considerably from year to year, but that the tendency is clearly in the 
direction of increase, the percentages for the present year in one 
of the institutions being 55.2, as against 49, the highest attained in 
any previous year, and 43.51, the average for seven years. In the 
other the percentages since 1899 are as follows: 1899-1900, 44.8; 
1900-1901, 46.7; 1901-2, 50.9; 1902-3, 51.4; 1903-4, 56.5. 

I was unable to obtain statistics for the present year regarding 
the church affiliations of the members of the faculties of these insti- 
tutions, but a religious census taken by President Angell in 1890 
showed that about 71 per cent, of the instructional force of twenty 
state universities were members of churches. 

Few of the presidents returned an estimate of the percentage of 
students who attend religious exercises with some degree of regularity. 
One expressed the belief that this percentage would be about the 
same as that representing church membership, and my own investi- 
gation confirms this belief. With the aid of the secretary of our 
Y. M. C. A. and the ushers of our leading churches, I attempted an 
estimate of the average attendance of our students upon religious 
services of all kinds, and reached the conclusion that on Sundays 
from 35 to 50 per cent, of them attend some sort of religious service. 
The percentage of those who could properly be regarded as church- 
goers would be somewhat higher, and this class would include many 
who are not church members. I have no way of estimating the 
number of students who do not, at least occasionally, attend religious 
services, but I believe it to be very small. 

The number of graduates entering the ministry is apparently 
not large from any of these institutions. One estimate was "cer- 
tainly less than 1 per cent."; another, 5 per cent; a third, two in 
a class; a fourth, two from this year's senior class. The exact 
facts for the institution which I represent are as follows: one from 
the class of 1896; two each from the classes of 1892, 1899, and 1900; 
three each for those of 1891, 1893, I 894, 1895, *&97s an( i l 9 01 > an ^ 
four from the class of 1898; in all, twenty- nine during the decade 
1891 to 1901. It would be necessary at least to double these figures 
in order to indicate the number of graduates who enter upon religious 
work of one kind or another. The secretary of our Y. M. C. A. 
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estimates that in recent years the average of these would be about 
eight per class. If we include those who go into college settlements, 
the work of associated charities, and other occupations of an altru- 
istic or philanthropic character, the above figures would be consider- 
ably increased. 

In all the universities reporting, the Young Men's and the Young 
Women's Christian Associations have organizations. The percentage 
of the student body enrolled varies considerably in the different 
institutions, that of the Y. W. C. A. being everywhere higher than 
that of the Y. M. C. A. For the present academic year the per- 
centage of the male attendance enrolled in the latter organization 
varies from 8 to 32, and that of the female attendance enrolled in 
the former organization, from 25 to 79. Rarely, if ever, do these 
organizations enrol all church members, their requirements excluding 
the members of some religious organizations and repelling others. 
In all the institutions provision is made for associate membership, 
which is open to any student of good character whether connected 
with a religious organization or not. In some universities there are 
separate organizations for Catholics, and in at least one a so-called 
"Liberal Association." 

The work of these associations is similar in all the institutions, 
including religious meetings, classes for Bible study and missionary 
work, social gatherings, assistance of students in procuring rooms, 
board, etc., at the beginning of the year, care of the sick, personal 
visitation of freshmen and other students by the secretary or other 
members of the association, and the conduct of students' employment 
bureaus. The amount of work done along these various lines appears 
astonishingly large, when one considers the small amount of a stu- 
dent's time available for anything except his regular studies. In 
one university the young men conduct 60 and the young women 17 
regular Bible classes; in another the figures are respectively 30 and 
7; in a third, 18 for the young men. The number of calls made 
by the Y. W. C. A. members of one institution upon freshman girls 
during the first six weeks of the present year was 200; by the Y. M. 
C. A. members of another upon new men students, 250. Registra- 
tion days in all these institutions are generally devoted by the mem- 
bers of the Christian associations to the assistance of new students. 
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In some of the institutions these associations own houses of their 
own, and in others suitable buildings are rented. In recent years 
the movement in the direction of buildings constructed especially 
for the purposes of these organizations has been strong. Interested 
workers are unanimous in the belief that the work of these associations 
is much more efficient where they occupy quarters of their own 
especially adapted to their purposes. 

In all cases in which comparative statistics covering several years 
were obtainable, they indicate a growth in the membership of these 
associations proportionately greater than that of the institutions in 
which they are located, and that the strictly religious features of their 
activity are reaching constantly increasing proportions of the student 
body. The following facts, taken from the annual report of the 
Y. M. C. A. of the University of Illinois, may be cited by way of 
illustration. Between the years 1896 and 1904 the registration of 
men at that university increased a little over 280 per cent. The 
membership of the Y. M. C. A. during the same period increased 
over 400 per cent.; attendance upon its religious meetings, more 
than 300 per cent.; and upon its Bible classes, more than 1,000 
per cent. 

Religious instruction is not given under the direct official auspices 
of any of the institutions investigated. The nearest approximation 
to it is the chapel exercises conducted in four of them. Indirectly 
and unofficially, however, a considerable amount of such work is 
done in the form of student Bible classes conducted by members 
of the faculty in the churches, Y. M. C. A. buildings, and private 
rooms, of discussions of religious topics in student meetings, and of 
personal intercourse between students and faculty. 

From the reports sent me I conclude that so far neither the local 
churches nor the larger denominational bodies to which they belong 
have done much special work with a view to reaching students in 
state universities. All report that students are made welcome to 
the churches, and that pastors visit them and solicit their services 
in church work in substantially the same manner as other members 
of their parishes. In nearly all churches in university towns, special 
Bible classes for students are conducted, and in most cases the various 
young people's societies of the churches make a special effort to 
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enrol student members. In my own city and at least one other 
university town many of the churches admit students to temporary 
membership during their university residence without requiring them 
to sever their connections with their home churches, and in at least 
two instances churches have formed special organizations for the 
purpose of working the field presented by the university. In neither 
case, however, has the effort advanced much beyond the organization 
stage. In one university town four of the churches support student 
pastors or guild directors, and in another, one. 

In this connection should be mentioned the beginnings of an 
interesting movement. I refer to the establishment of church or 
denominational houses in connection with state universities, for the 
purpose of looking after the religious interests of the students who 
already belong to them, and of promoting religious work among those 
not now religiously inclined. I am told that the University of Mis- 
souri already has one such house, and that one is assured in the 
University of Illinois, though not yet constructed. In the state of 
Wisconsin this method of working among students has been much 
discussed, but so far without tangible results. 

Another bit of evidence sent me by some of the presidents is con- 
firmed by my own observation and experience, and is perhaps more 
significant than the statistics and other facts already presented. It 
is well put in the following statement by President E. Benjamin 
Andrews, of the University of Nebraska. He says: 

What strikes me as of vastly greater importance than any statistics is the 
singularly strong and beautiful character exhibited by the overwhelming majority 
of our faculty members and our students. I know of no other such exemplification 
of what, in common, I suppose, with almost all reflecting people, you would 
regard the essentials of Christianity. All manner of vice is frowned upon. Exhi- 
bitions of vice are extremely rare; unbelief, in the Tom Paine sense, unknown. 
Our university supports almost entirely a college settlement in the poorer part of 
the town. Last September the Y. M. C. A. and Y. W. C. A. together published 
1,500 handbooks for distribution among students. During the past year the 
Y. W. C. A. wrote 55 letters of welcome to prospective students. They sent 
committees to meet all trains during four days of registration week. A card 
catalogue of suitable rooming and boarding places was kept; 200 students were 
assisted to find rooms and boarding places; 35 young women were assisted in 
securing room-mates; 29 young women have been helped in securing employ- 
ment; 200 calls were made the first six weeks on freshman girls; 70 visits with 
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flowers made to sick girls; regular weekly gospel meetings were held, with an 
average attendance of 70. Systematic daily Bible study is conducted, with a 
present enrolment of 150 women; in weekly mission study classes there are 75. 
An association room is maintained with a welcome for every university girl. It 
is open till 10 p. m. each day, and offers every convenience, from a cup of hot 
cocoa at the noon hour, to a postage stamp and needle and thread. A year ago 
the association finished paying for a new piano costing $300. The Y. M. C. A. 
is engaged in very much the same way. I am impressed more and more that 
effective Christianity has brighter prospects in the state universities than any- 
where else in the world. 

A similar record is contained in the reports of the Y. W. C. A. 
and Y. M. C. A. of all the institutions, and I believe that every 
president would subscribe to President Andrews' statement regarding 
the prevailing spirit of the faculty and student body under his leader- 
ship. The University of Wisconsin has a college settlement in the 
city of Milwaukee, which is presided over by an alumnus of the 
University, and for the support of which the students work earnestly 
and contribute to the extent of their ability. A large percentage 
of the money subscribed annually for the support of the Christian 
Associations comes from the students, and indeed from those who are 
not members of the associations. Large contributions in the aggre- 
gate have been made by our students to the $75,000 fund with which 
we are at present constructing a Y. M. C. A. house. A city hos- 
pital, constructed two or three years ago, in which special attention 
was to be given to sick students, was enthusiastically and liberally 
supported by the entire university community. To every move- 
ment for pure politics and improved social conditions in our city 
the faculty and students of the university render staunch and sub- 
stantial support. 

From the facts which have been presented, and from others which 
might be adduced, the following conclusions seem to me to be war- 
ranted : 

1. The atmosphere of our state universities is pre-eminently 
Christian. While they are not officially religious in the sense of 
being established for religious purposes primarily, or of including 
religious instruction in their curricula, they bring strong Christian 
influences to bear upon their students, and that, too, in a more 
tangible, genuine, and intense form than the communities in which 
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the vast majority of the students lived before coming to the university. 
By any legitimate test which can be applied, these university com- 
munities will be found to be more intensely and genuinely Christian 
than the average community. The percentage of church member- 
ship and church attendance averages higher. The amount of 
attention given to strictly religious matters is greater per capita. 
The religious institutions which they contain reach a larger pro- 
portion of the population and are relatively more efficient. The 
amount of genuine Christian work is greater in proportion to the 
population, and the evidences of the presence of Christian motives 
and of the Christian spirit vastly more numerous. 

2. No more promising field for the spread of Christianity and 
for the promotion of all that Christianity stands for can be found 
than our state universities. Here are the choicest representatives 
of the best young men and young women that the respective states 
have produced. They are a select class, but none the less repre- 
sentative. They do not consist of the young people who have exhib- 
ited intellectual or moral weakness, and are in consequence sent 
to college as to a sort of intellectual or moral sanitarium. They are 
the best products of the actual life of their communities; far from 
perfect intellectually, morally, or religiously, but better than the 
average of the people of their communities, full of promise, and 
possessing, as a rule, actual capacity for development. They do 
not come exclusively from the rich, from the poor, or from those of 
moderate means; but they represent all these classes. They come 
from the environment of every profession, of every line of business, 
and of every trade. Most religious denominations are represented; 
frequently there are representatives of the oriental religions and 
always there are numbers without religious affiliations. Every 
shade of political opinion and every economic creed is apt to appear 
sooner or later in these cosmopolitan and heterogeneous communities. 
Where can better material be found ? 

The avenues for reaching these young people are numerous and 
wide-open. Freedom of thought and of speech are fundamental 
principles embodied in the unwritten constitution of every state 
university. The spirit of inquiry is in the air. Everybody has a 
chance with everybody else, but each tub must stand upon its own 
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bottom. Shoddyism, pretense, and sentimentalism will not work 
here; but nowhere do genuineness, profound conviction, strength, 
virility, and truth of all kinds have more influence or a better chance 
to be victorious. Christian associations are already on the ground 
and in close touch with the student body. They are glad to supply 
information and to co-operate with any or all other Christian agencies. 
The presidents and faculties of these institutions do not need to be 
won. They are already on the Christian side, and glad to welcome 
all genuine efforts to promote true religion among students, and 
ready to co-operate with any and all agencies having this in view. 
Vigorous Christian denominations are to be found in every univer- 
sity town. Surely, there is no lack of channels through which Chris- 
tian influences may run. 

3. The Christian church does not seem as yet to have taken 
advantage of this promising field in the sense of devising any special 
means for working it. Special Bible classes, an occasional organiza- 
tion for work among students, and an occasional denominational 
house should, perhaps, be included under this head; but they do 
not count for much in the way of actual achievement. Perhaps they 
are more significant as indicators of future lines of progress. From 
one point of view, the churches are justified in this attitude. No 
communities can with more safety be left to their own devices. Their 
chances of coming out right are infinitely better than those of most 
communities. But, from another point of view, it seems a pity not 
to put more energy and more money into this field. Both will yield 
here the largest returns, if applied in the right way. Through 
these young people lies the road to the conquest for Christian service 
of the powers that in the future are to direct and control the intellec- 
tual and material forces of the nation. Christianity will hasten its 
conquest of the world by taking the time now to capture these young 
people. It would effect a real economy in the end, temporarily to 
withdraw if necessary, a portion of the energy and money destined 
for other fields, and to apply it here. One genuine victory gained 
here would be worth a dozen elsewhere, so far as ability to make 
further conquests is concerned. 

While the limits of my topic do not warrant the discussion of ways 
and means, I feel justified in emphasizing one fact, which must not 
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be overlooked or lost sight of, if the church contemplates working 
this field in dead earnest. No half-way measures will answer. 
It would be very easy to waste here — yes, worse than waste — money, 
time, and energy. If a man is to be sent to work among students, 
he must be a genuine man of the twentieth-century type. No class 
of people will more quickly detect sham, insincerity, hypocrisy, 
shallowness, half-heartedness, and uncertainty, and no class will 
more quickly and enthusiastically respond to the opposites of these. 
The right kind of a man could not desire a better parish than a 
student community. Any other kind will fail more quickly here and 
do more harm than in any other community in which he could be 
placed. 

Some indication of what the right kind of a man can do with 
students was furnished by a meeting held not many months ago 
by the Y. M. C. A. of our university. The speaker was a well-known 
worker, whose character can be read at a glance; whose every word, 
look, and action reveal his genuineness, sincerity, and the depth of 
his convictions. His talk was simple, unadorned with rhetorical 
tricks of any sort, straight to the point, and aimed at the weaknesses, 
foibles, and temptations of university men. Our largest lecture- 
room was filled to overflowing. At the close of his address he remarked 
that the meeting would adjourn to the Y. M. C. A. house, and that 
whoever felt inclined to discuss these matters further might talk 
with him there. Practically the entire audience followed him to 
the house, several blocks away. So many came that the capacity 
of the house was greatly overtaxed, though heretofore there had 
always been room to spare. There can be little doubt that among 
our students a man of this type could accomplish almost any good 
work that he might undertake. 

I have been much interested in plans for the construction of 
church houses on or near the campuses of our state universities, but 
I have felt strongly the necessity, in case such houses were built, 
of conducting them on a broad plan and of placing them under the 
control of very carefully selected persons. If such houses should 
be dominated by a narrow ecclesiastical spirit, they would bring 
upon themselves the contempt of the student body. In order to 
accomplish any good, they must be as genuine, broad, and helpful 
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in their spirit and aims as Christianity itself. A number of such 
centers of influence in every state university would well repay the cost 
of their construction and support. 

In conclusion, I wish to express my conviction that existing 
religious conditions in state universities are not such as to warrant 
alarm on the part of religious people. On the contrary, I believe 
them to be as thoroughly wholesome as those of any community 
in the world in which people of various ranks and classes mingle 
freely together, and much more Christian than the average American 
community. I believe further, however, that these communities 
offer the most promising field for efficient work of the right sort 
now open to the Christian church, and I sincerely hope that the time 
is not far distant when it will enter this field with enthusiasm, and 
work it with all the energy and intelligence it possesses. 



